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The Fifty Most Significant Batman Comic books of all time

Batman was born in the pages of a comic book, Detective #27 to be exact, one of the two most 
important comic books in American comic book history. The other of course being Action Comics #1. 
So putting together any kind of a list of the most significant comics truly was a daunting task. Just 
looking at the primary titles that have carried his solo adventures from 1939 to 1989 - Detective 
Comics,  Batman,  World’s  Finest  and The Brave and the Bold -  you have approximately 1,676 
different books to consider. And when you take into account his appearances in other books this 
figure goes up significantly higher.

So how does one approach compiling a list of comics the Batman has appeared in? After all 
Overstreet has already done that and done it very well. It can be accomplished in many ways. The  
most valuable, the first appearances of key characters and the first appearances of the key creators 
who brought his adventures to life on the page, among others . The approach I decided upon was to 
create a list of what I considered to be the fifty most significant books in which The Batman has 
appeared, and this will effectively incorporate many of the approaches previously mentioned. 

By significant I mean books that marked a turning point of some kind in the history of the Caped 
Crusader. A new artist, a new villain, a new supporting character, a first issue etc. The focus, with 
the exception  of  the Brave  and the  Bold team ups (which is  a  Batman book despite  having a 
different guest star in each issue), was on books that carried his solo adventures, simply because to 
go beyond that would create a list that could go on for a very long time. In only a few cases I have 
gone outside the titles he starred in and only then because they marked a significant moment in 
Batman’s history.

I have not actually ranked the books in order of significance, although to look at the list one 
might assume this. Rather I have ranked the books chronologically from 1939 to 1989 – in a similar 
way to my own Batman Collector Page. Because first appearances are such an important part of this 
list I have included cover and story credits for each issue. In obtaining these credits I have used 
several sources of data including, but not limited to, The Grand Comic Book Data Base as well as  
the extensive personal knowledge I have built up over literally a life time of collecting comic books. 
It must be noted that this is a subjective list. Not everyone will agree with all the choices made and 
all the books left out. That is to be expected and if that generates debate and discussion that is all to 
the good as that is one of the goals of my page.   

As with all the lists we are doing no values have been included. A copy of the Overstreet Comic 
Book Price Guide can supply the reader with the approximate value of any book listed here. Now 
it’s time to let the show begin…
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1939
1) Detective #27 

The  Mile  High  copy,  part  of  the  legendary  Mile  High  pedigree 
collection discovered and bought by Chuck Rozanski who today runs 
Mile  High  Comics.  Its  significance  is  three  fold.  Its  the  first 
appearance of the Bat-man, it is from the first and greatest pedigree 
collection ever recognized and it is considered to be one of the 2 best  
copies of the book in existence. There is no known picture of this 
book.  There  are  only  2  pedigree  Detective  #27s  known  to  exist, 
Allentown being the other. 

Cover art by Bob Kane. Story: The Case of the Chemical Syndicate,  
Script by Bill Finger, Art by Bob Kane.

2) Detective #27

The Allentown copy discovered by Jim Payette and Stephen Fishler 
who  were  the  dealers  who  eventually  bought  the  Allentown 
Collection  in  1987.  Its  significance  is  two  fold.  Its  the  first 
appearance of the Bat-man and considered to be one of the 2 best 
copies of the book in existence. As with the Mile High there is also no 
known picture of this book. As noted above there are only 2 pedigree 
Detective #27s known to exist and this is and the Mile High are it for 
pedigree #27s. Some consider this to be the better copy of the two but 
there is no current way to verify this as few people beyond the current 
owners have ever seen either of the two books. 

Cover art by Bob Kane. Story: The Case of the Chemical Syndicate,  
Script by Bill Finger, Art by Bob Kane.

First panel from #27

3) Detective #27

First  appearance  of  the  Bat-man.  Considered  the  second  most 
important comic in the history of the Golden Age after Action Comics 
#1. Bill Finger the writer is accepted by many as a co creator of the 
character and contributed so much to the Batman mythos over the 
next 30 years. 

Cover art by Bob Kane. Story: The Case of the Chemical Syndicate,  
Script by Bill Finger, Art by Bob Kane.

Very first appearance of the Bat-Man
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4) Detective #29

There  are  multiple  significances  here.  First  this  is  the  second 
appearance of Batman on a cover. Second it is his third appearance 
overall. Third it contains the very first story ever written for Batman 
by Gardner Fox who would go on to contribute Batman stories for the 
next 30 years.

Cover Pencils: Bob Kane Inks: Bob Kane Story The Batman Meets  
Doctor Death,  Script:  Gardner F. Fox, Pencils:  Bob Kane, Inks:  
Bob Kane.

5) Detective #30 

The  significance  of  this  book  is  the  first  time  the  art  of  Sheldon 
Moldoff appears in a Batman story and who does the backgrounds in 
the story The cover artist Fred Guardineer who really never drew any 
Batman  stories  later  in  life  became  an  advid  fisherman  and  drew 
covers for years for The Long Island Fisherman in NY. 

Cover art Pencils: Fred Guardineer, Inks: Fred Guardineer, Story:  
The Return of Doctor Death, Script: Gardner F. Fox, Pencils: Bob  
Kane Sheldon Moldoff, Inks: Bob Kane. 

6) Detective #31

Its significance is the iconic Batman over castle cover which has been 
reinterpreted so many times but never equaled. 

Cover art Pencils: Bob Kane, Inks: Bob Kane, Story: Batman vs.  
the Vampire, Part 1, Script: Gardner F. Fox, Pencils: Bob Kane,  
Sheldon Moldoff, backgrounds Inks: Bob Kane.
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1940
7) Detective #37

The significance here is that in this issue we have the first work of 
Jerry Robinson on Batman. Robinson would go on to contribute much 
to the Batman mythos including of course his work on the creation of 
the Joker. 

Cover: Pencils Bob Kane, Inks: Bob Kane, Jerry Robinson, Story:  
The  Screaming  House,  Script:  Bill  Finger,  Pencils:  Bob  Kane,  
Jerry Robinson, Inks: Bob Kane. 

8) Detective #38  

Here  we  have  a  special  significance:  it's  the  first  appearance  and 
origin of Robin, the Boy Wonder. Robin was created to humanize the 
dark knight and make him more accessible to young readers. 

Cover art Pencils: Bob Kane, Inks: Jerry Robinson, Story: Robin  
the Boy Wonder, Script: Bill Finger, Pencils: Bob Kane, Inks: Jerry  
Robinson. 

9) Batman #1 

Significant for so many reasons. Its the second solo book to be given 
to a National character. It introduced the Joker and Catwoman who 
was  called  the  Cat  and  who  was  the  first  villainess  in  comics.  It 
features some of the earliest work on Batman by Jerry Robinson who 
helped create the Joker and designed his trade mark playing card. 

Cover  art  Pencils:  Bob  Kane,  Inks:  Bob  Kane,  Jerry  Robinson  
backgrounds, Story: The Legend of the Batman--Who He Is and  
How He Came to Be! Script: Bill Finger, Pencils: Bob Kane, Inks:  
Bob Kane, Sheldon Moldoff background. Story: The Joker, Script:  
Bill  Finger, Pencils: Bob Kane, Inks: Bob Kane, Jerry Robinson  
backgrounds.  At  the  end of the story the  Joker was supposed to  
have died but realizing what they had in the character the last panel  
was redrawn to show him surviving. 
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Story: The Giants of Hugo Strange, Script:  Bill  Finger,  Pencils:  
Bob  Kane,  Inks:  Bob  Kane,  Jerry  Robinson  backgrounds.  This  
story was originally prepared for Detective Comics #38, but with the  
introduction  of  Robin  in  that  issue,  the  story  [sans  Robin]  was  
published here. Batman’s Batplane had machine guns on it which  
Batman used to kill with in the story. Story: The Cat, Script: Bill  
Finger,  Pencils:  Bob  Kane,  Inks:  Bob  Kane,  Jerry  Robinson  
backgrounds.  Story:  The  Joker  Returns,  Script:  Bill  Finger,  
Pencils:  Bob  Kane,  Inks:  Bob  Kane.  Robin  gets  a  one  panel:  
"Golden  Rules  for  Robin's  Regulars",  giving  readers  "Robin's  
Code" of conduct.

Back 

 

From“The Giants of Hugo Strange”

10) New York World’s Fair Comics 1940 edition

Its significance lies in the fact that it  is the first time Batman and 
Robin appeared on a cover with Superman and is the first work done 
by Jack Burnley on Batman which appears on the cover. 

Cover art Jack Burnley.  Story Batman and Robin Visit  the 1940  
World's Fair, Script Bill Finger, Pencils Bob Kane, Inks Bob Kane,  
George Roussos.
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1941
11) World's Best Comics #1

Its  significance  lies  in  Batman  being  given  a  third  book  for  solo 
stories of the dynamic duo and the first time Fred Ray drew Batman. 

Cover Pencils: Fred Ray, Inks: Fred Ray, Story: The Witch and the  
Manuscript of Doom! Script: Bill Finger, Pencils: Bob Kane, Inks:  
Bob Kane, George Roussos backgrounds.

12) World’s Finest Comics #3

The significance here is  the first  Scarecrow appearance. He would 
appear only 2 times in the 1940s and would reappear late in the silver 
age.  His  first  non  comic  book  appearance  was  in  Batman  The 
Animated Series. 

Cover  Pencils:  Fred  Ray,  Inks:  Fred  Ray,  Story:  Riddle  of  the  
Human Scarecrow! Script: Bill Finger, Pencils: Bob Kane signed,  
Jerry Robinson on secondary figures only, Inks: George Roussos. 

13) Detective Comics #48

The significance of this issue is for the first time Batman’s car, red in 
this issue, is formally called the Batmobile. Yes Batman #5 shows the 
first appearance of what the traditional 1940s Batmobile would come 
to look like but it is here that the name is first used. It should be noted 
that Batman had his  “car” since Detective 27 but each appearance 
after that saw that “car” evolve more and more into a vauled tool for 
the Batman. 

Cover Pencils: Bob Kane, Inks: Jerry Robinson, George Roussos,  
Story: The Secret Cavern, Script: Bill Finger, Pencils: Bob Kane,  
Inks: Bob Kane, Jerry Robinson, George Roussos backgrounds.
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14) Detective #58 

This  book’s  significance  is  the  first  appearance  of  the  Penguin 
otherwise  known  as  Oswald  Cobblepot  who  would  appear  many 
times over the years and become a main villain in the Batman TV 
show as played by Burgess Meredith. 

Pencils: Fred Ray, Inks: Jerry Robinson, Story: One of the Most  
Perfect Frame-Ups, Script: Bill Finger, Pencils: Bob Kane, Inks:  
Jerry Robinson, and George Roussos.

1942
15) Detective #60

Significant  for  the  first  use  of  the  bat  signal.  Its  first  live  action 
appearance was in the 1949 Columbia serial Batman and Robin. Its 
second was part one of the pilot episode of the Batman tv series. 

Cover art Pencils: Fred Ray, Jerry Robinson, Inks: Jerry Robinson,  
Story:  Case  of  the  Costume-Clad  Killers,  Script:  Jack  Schiff,  
Pencils: Bob Kane, Inks: Jerry Robinson, George Roussos.

Bat signal from 1949 serial



The Fifty Most Significant                                            Comic books of all time

1943
16) Detective #66 

The significance here is the first appearance and origin of Two Face 
who would have a tortured history over the coming years and who 
would be considered too scary to appear on the Batman TV show in 
1966. 

Cover  Pencils:  Jerry  Robinson,  Inks:  Jerry  Robinson,  George  
Roussos also backgrounds, Story: The Crimes of Two-Face, Script:  
Bill Finger from an idea by Bob Kane, Pencils: Bob Kane, Inks:  
Jerry Robinson, George Roussos.

17) Batman #16

The significance here is of course the first appearance of Alfred in his 
heavy set look. The role of Alfred would evolve over time and despite 
the attempt by National to eliminate him in 1964 he would become a 
valued  and  indeed  necessary  partner  in  Batman’s  war  on  crime. 
William Austin portrayed Alfred in the 1943 serial Batman. Austin's 
appearance influenced the change of Alfred's design from the original 
fat,  clean shaven Alfred. Eric Wilton portrayed Alfred in  the 1949 
serial Batman and Robin. 

Cover Pencils: Jerry Robinson, Inks: Jerry Robinson, Story: The  
Joker  Reforms,  Script:  Don Cameron,  Pencils:  Bob Kane,  Inks:  
Jerry Robinson, George Roussos backgrounds, Story: The Grade A 
Crimes! Script: Ruth Lyons Kaufman [as Bunny Lyons], Pencils:  
Jack  Burnley,  Inks:  Jack  Burnley,  Ray  Burnley  backgrounds,  
Story: The Adventure of the Branded Tree! Script: Don Cameron,  
Pencils:  Jack  Burnley,  Inks:  Jack  Burnley,  Ray  Burnley  
(backgrounds), Story: Here Comes Alfred! Script: Don Cameron,  
Pencils:  Bob  Kane,  Inks:  Jerry  Robinson,  George  Roussos  
backgrounds.
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18) Batman #18

Here the significance is once again two fold. First it is one of the few 
war time covers ever done for a Batman comic (or National Comics 
in  general).  Second  its  the  first  printed  Batman  art  work  of  Dick 
Sprang drawing Batman and Robin on the book’s cover. Sprang is 
considered  perhaps  the  most  stylistic  Batman artist  of  the  first  20 
years and a personal favorite of mine. 

Cover  Pencils:  Ed Kressey,  Dick  Sprang,  Stan Kaye,  Inks:  Dick  
Sprang, Stan Kaye, Story: The Secret of Hunter's Inn! Story Script:  
Joe  Samachson,  Pencils:  Jerry  Robinson,  Inks:  Jerry  Robinson,  
Story: Robin Studies His Lessons, Script: Joe Samachson, Pencils:  
Bob Kane, Inks: Jerry Robinson, Story: The Good Samaritan Cops,  
Script: Bill Finger, Pencils: Jack Burnley, Inks: Jack Burnley, Ray  
Burnley  backgrounds,  Story:  The  Crime  Surgeon,  Script:  Bill  
Finger, Pencils: Bob Kane, Inks: Jerry Robinson.

1944
19) Detective #83

The significance of this issue is the first appearance and explanation 
for the “skinny Alfred” generally considered to be the result of his 
appearance in the 1943 Batman movie serial as portrayed by William 
Austin. 

Cover  Pencils:  Jack  Burnley,  Inks:  Jack  Burnley,  Story:  
Accidentally  on  Purpose,  Script:  Don  Cameron,  Pencils:  Jack  
Burnley, signed as Bob Kane, Inks: George Roussos.

William Austin as the 'skinny' Alfred
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1947
20) Star Spangled Comics #65 

This one has a double dose of significance. It's the first Robin solo 
story as he gets his own series and Robin also gets his own logo for 
the first time. 

Cover Pencils: Winslow Mortimer, Inks: Winslow Mortimer, Story:  
The  Teen-Age  Terrors,  Script:  Bill  Finger  (?)  Pencils:  Winslow  
Mortimer as Bob Kane, Inks: Winslow Mortimer as Bob Kane.

1948
21) Batman #47 

The origin of the Batman. The dual significance here is that in this 
issue  we  first  learn  the  name Joe  Chill  as  the  murderer  of  Bruce 
Wayne’s parents and it presents the most complete origin story to date 
is given. Considered one of the greatest Batman comics of the golden 
age. 

Cover Pencils: Bob Kane, Inks: Charles Paris, Story: Fashions In  
Crime! Script: Bill  Finger, Pencils: Bob Kane (Batman & Robin  
figures only), Lew Schwartz Inks: Charles Paris, Story: The Chain  
Gang Crimes! Script:  Bill  Finger,  Pencils: Bob Kane Batman &  
Robin figures only, and Lew Schwartz Inks: Charles Paris, Story:  
The Origin of the Batman, Script: Bill Finger, Pencils: Bob Kane,  
Inks: Charles Paris.
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22) Batman #49

This issue is significant because you have 2 major characters making 
their first appearance in Vicky Vale and the Mad Hatter. The Hatter 
would appear in the first season of the TV show and was played by 
actor David Wayne. 

Cover Pencils: Bob Kane, Inks: Charles Paris, Story: The Prison  
Doctor!  Script:  Bill  Finger,  Pencils:  Jim  Mooney,  Inks:  Jim  
Mooney.  Story:  The  Scoop  of  the  Century!  Script:  Bill  Finger,  
Pencils: Bob Kane (Batman and Robin figures only), Lew Schwartz,  
Inks:  Charles  Paris,  Story:  Batman's  Arabian  Nights!  Script:  
unknown, Pencils: Bob Kane, Inks: Charles Paris.

23) Detective #140 

The significance here is the first appearance of Edward Nigma the 
Riddler. He would appear one more time in Detective 142 and would 
not appear again until Batman 171 in the silver age of comics. 

Cover  art  Pencils:  Winslow  Mortimer,  Inks:  Winslow  Mortimer,  
Story: The Riddler, Script: Bill Finger, Pencils: Dick Sprang, Inks:  
Charles Paris.
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24) Superman #76 

The significance here is the origin of the Superman Batman team and 
how Superman, Batman and Robin learn each other’s true identities. 

Cover  Pencils:  Win  Mortimer,  Inks:  Win  Mortimer,  Story:  The  
Mightiest Team in the World! Written by Edmond Hamilton, Pencils  
by Curt Swan, Inks: John Fischetti.

1950

25) Detective #156

The  significance  of  this  one  is  the  first  appearance  of  the  1950s 
Batmobile which would be the basic design of the car until Batman’s 
reboot with the “New Look” in Batman 164 which would introduce a 
new Batmobile drawn by Sheldon Moldoff. 

Cover  Pencils:  Dick  Sprang,  Inks:  Dick  Sprang,  Story  The  
Batmobile of 1950, Script: Joe Samachson, Pencils: Dick Sprang as  
Bob Kane, Inks: Charlie Paris.
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1951
26) Batman #61

This book’s significance lies in the creation and introduction of the 
second Batplane which would carry Batman through the 1950s. 

Cover  Pencils:  Win  Mortimer,  Inks:  Win  Mortimer,  Story:  The  
Birth  of  Batplane  II!  Script:  David  Vern  Reed,  Pencils:  Dick  
Sprang,  Inks:  Charles  Paris,  Story:  The  Mystery  of  the  Winged  
People! Script:  Bill  Finger,  Pencils:  Dick  Sprang,  Inks:  Charles  
Paris, Story: The Wheelchair Crimefighter! Script: Bill Finger (?),  
Pencils: Bob Kane Batman & Robin figures only, Lew Schwartz,  
Inks: Charles Paris. 

1953

27) 3 D Batman Adventures

The obvious significance of this book is the first time Batman was 
published in 3 D and this was a reaction to the 3 D craze of the early 
1950s. It is also the first time any Batman stories were reprinted. This 
book has not been indexed by the GCD and frankly it is not easy to 
go through the book given that reading any of the stories is extremely 
difficult without using the enclosed 3 D glasses which I would not 
attempt  because  I  do  not  want  to  damage  them..  There  is  also  a 
Tommy Tomorrow story between the  2 Batman stories.  The  cover 
image went on to be used repeatedly into the 1960s including on the 
National Comics Readers Response card of the late 1950s. 

Cover Pencils and inks I think Win Mortimer? Story: The Fowls of  
Fate! Script: unknown, Pencils: Jim Mooney, Inks: Charles Paris  
(Batman  #48)  Story:  The  Robot  Robbers,  Script:  Bill  Finger,  
Pencils: Charles Paris, Inks: Charles Paris (Batman # 42).
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1955
28) Batman #92 

The significance is this is the first Bathound appearance. While some 
might ask why a dog is significant to the Batman story Ace is one of 
several  creations  of  Sheldon  Moldoff  and  shows  how  much  he 
contributed to Batman during the 1950s and early 1960s. Ace was a 
german shepperd and he would never really go away after 1964 in the 
comics and has appeared on TV in Batman Beyond and in Krypto The 
Superdog. 

Cover  Pencils:  Win  Mortimer,  Inks:  Win  Mortimer,  Story:  Fan-
Mail  of  Danger,  Script:  Bill  Finger,  Pencils:  Sheldon  Moldoff,  
Inks: Charles Paris, Story: Batman's Guilty Neighbor! Script: Dave  
Wood, Pencils: Sheldon Moldoff, Inks: Charles Paris, Story: Ace,  
the  Bat-Hound!  Script:  Bill  Finger,  Pencils:  Sheldon  Moldoff,  
Inks: Stan Kaye.

1956
29) Detective #233 

This  book’s  significance  is  the  first  appearance  of  Kathy Kane  as 
Batwoman. Her introduction was in part a reaction to the anti comic 
crusade  of  Dr  Frederick  Wertham  who  claimed  that  Batman  and 
Robin were the wish dreams of homosexuals. She was designed by 
Sheldon Moldoff and she also shows how much Moldoff contributed 
to Batman during the 1950s and early 1960s. 

Cover Pencils: Sheldon Moldoff, Inks: Sheldon Moldoff, Story: The  
Batwoman, Script: Edmond Hamilton, Pencils: Sheldon Moldoff as  
Bob Kane, Inks: Stan Kaye.
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1959
30) Detective #267 

This is significant (or infamous depending on your point of view) for 
the  first  appearance  of  the  Batmite  who  was  patterned  after 
Superman’s Mister Mxyzptlk. 

Cover  art  Pencils:  Curt  Swan,  Inks:  Stan  Kaye,  Story:  Batman  
Meets Bat-Mite! Script: unknown, Pencils: Curt Swan, Inks: Stan  
Kaye.

31) Batman #121

The significance of this book is the first appearance of Mr. Zero, later 
to become Mr. Freeze on the first season of the Batman TV show. 

Cover Pencils: Curt Swan, Inks: Stan Kaye, Story: The Body in the  
Bat-Cave,  Script:  Bill  Finger,  Pencils:  Sheldon  Moldoff,  Inks:  
Charles Paris,  Story:  Crime Rides  the  Rails,  Script:  Bill  Finger,  
Pencils:  Sheldon  Moldoff,  Inks:  Charles  Paris,  Story:  The  Ice  
Crimes of Mr. Zero! Script: Dave Wood, Pencils: Sheldon Moldoff,  
Inks: Charles Paris.
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1961
32) Batman Annual #1

The significance  here  is  this  series  marks  the  second US book to 
reprint  Batman  stories  from past  issues  of  Detective,  Batman  and 
World’s Finest (I am not considering comics published outside the US 
many which of course were reprints of US stories) after Batman 3-D 
in 1953 and the first true Batman reprint book. 

Cover  Pencils:  Curt  Swan,  Sheldon  Moldoff,  Dick  Sprang,  Inks:  
Charles Paris, Story: How to Be the Batman, Script: Ed Hamilton (?)  
Pencils: Lew Sayre Schwartz, Inks: Charles Paris (Detective #190),  
Story: The Strange Costumes of Batman, Script: Edmond Hamilton,  
Pencils: Dick Sprang, Inks: Charles Paris (Detective #165), Story:  
Untold  Tales  of  the  Bat-Signal,  Script:  David  Vern,  Pencils:  Lew  
Sayre  Schwartz,  Inks:  Charles  Paris  Story The Origin of  the  Bat-
Cave,  Script:  Bill  Finger,  Pencils:  Sheldon Moldoff,  Inks:  Charles  
Paris  (Detective  #  205),  Story:  Batman's  Electronic  Crime-File,  
Script: Ed Hamilton (?), Pencils: Dick Sprang, Inks: Charles Paris  
(Detective  229),  Story:  Thrilling  Escapes  of  Batman  and  Robin,  
Script:  Bill  Finger  (?),  Pencils:  Sheldon  Moldoff,  Inks:  Charles  
Paris,  Story:  The  Amazing  Inventions  of  Batman,  Script:  Edmond  
Hamilton, Pencils: Dick Sprang, Inks: Charles Paris (Batman #109).

Back 

33) Batman #139

This is the first Betty Kane Bat-Girl appearance designed by Sheldon 
Moldoff  once  again  and  another  reaction  by  National  to  the  anti 
comic  crusade  and  accusations  of  homosexuality  in  the  Batman 
comics. 

Cover Pencils: Sheldon Moldoff, Inks: Sheldon Moldoff, Story: The  
Blue Bowman, Script: Bill Finger, Pencils: Sheldon Moldoff, Inks:  
Sheldon  Moldoff,  Story:  The  Island  of  1,000  Traps,  Script:  Bill  
Finger, Pencils: Sheldon Moldoff, Inks: Charles Paris, Story: Bat-
Girl! Script: Bill Finger, Pencils: Sheldon Moldoff, Inks: Charles  
Paris.
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1964
34) Detective #327

The significance here is of course the first new look Batman. Editor 
Julie  Schwartz  and  artist  Carmine  Infantino  are  brought  in  to 
revitalize and save Batman from cancellation. 

Cover art Pencils: Carmine Infantino, Inks: Joe Giella, Story: The  
Mystery  of  the  Menacing  Mask,  Script:  John  Broome,  Pencils:  
Carmine Infantino, Inks: Joe Giella.       

35) Batman #164

This one’s significance is that this is the second new look Batman 
comic to see print after Detective 327. It introduced an elevator to the 
batcave, the new look Batmobile and a new way out of the Batcave 
with an automatic door and the Mystery Analysts of Gotham City. 

Cover  Pencils:  Sheldon  Moldoff  ghost  for  Bob  Kane,  Inks:  Joe  
Giella.  Story:  Two-Way  Gem  Caper!  Script:  France  Herron,  
Pencils:  Sheldon Moldoff  ghost  for  Bob Kane,  Inks:  Joe Giella.  
Story: Batman's Great Face-Saving Feat! Script: France Herron,  
Pencils: Sheldon Moldoff ghost for Bob Kane, Inks: Joe Giella.

36) Detective # 228

The death of Alfred. Alfred is killed off and Aunt Harriet is brought in 
to continue to try to counter any anti comic sentiment resulting from 
now 2 men ( or 1 man and 1 boy) instead of 3 with Alfred’s death not 
related living together. 

Cover  art  Pencils:  Carmine  Infantino,  Inks:  Joe  Giella.  Story:  
Gotham  Gang  Line-Up!  Script:  Bill  Finger,  Pencils:  Sheldon  
Moldoff ghosting for Bob Kane, Inks: Joe Giella.



The Fifty Most Significant                                            Comic books of all time

1965

37) Batman #171

This  book  has  the  threefold  significance  of  being  the  third  ever 
appearance of  the Riddler and the first  in  the silver  age and more 
importantly being the source for the script for the 2 part pilot episode 
of the Batman TV show which would start January 12, 1966 and who 
would be played by the great Frank Gorshin. 

Cover Pencils: Carmine Infantino, Inks: Murphy Anderson, Story:  
Remarkable  Ruse  of  the  Riddler!  Script:  Gardner  Fox,  Pencils:  
Sheldon Moldoff as ghost for Bob Kane, Inks: Joe Giella.

38) Brave and the Bold #59 

This book is significant because it marks Batman’s first appearance in 
what  becomes  his  4th  title  teaming  up  with  Hal  Jordan’s  Green 
Lantern against the Time Commander. 

Cover  Pencils:  Gil  Kane,  Inks:  Gil  Kane,  Story:  The  Tick-Tock  
Traps  of  the  Time  Commander,  Script:  Bob  Haney,  Pencils:  
Ramona Fradon, Inks: Charles Paris.
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1966

39) Batman #181 

The significance of this one is the first appearance of Poison Ivy who 
would become a major villainess for Batman over time. 

Cover Pencils: Carmine Infantino, Inks: Murphy Anderson, Story:  
The Million Dollar Debut of Batgirl! Script: Gardner Fox, Pencils:  
Carmine Infantino, Inks: Sid Greene.

 

40) Brave and the Bold #67

Here  the  significance  is  Batman’s  team  ups  begins  and  with  the 
exception of issues 72 and 73 the title becomes his until the series end 
with issue #200. 

Cover  Pencils:  Carmine  Infantino,  Inks:  Joe  Giella,  Murphy  
Anderson (Batman's head), Story: The Death of the Flash, Script:  
Bob Haney, Pencils: Carmine Infantino, Inks: Charles Paris.



The Fifty Most Significant                                            Comic books of all time

 1967
41) Detective #359

The significance here is of course the first Barbara Gordon Batgirl 
who would replace the Betty Kane version though she would make 
scattered  appearances  later  on.  The  Barbara  Gordon  Batgirl  was 
created by Carmine Infantino in response to a request by the TV show 
producers to add her to the TV show whose ratings were slipping in 
late 1966. 

Story: The Million Dollar Debut of Batgirl! Script: Gardner Fox,  
Pencils: Carmine Infantino, Inks: Sid Greene.

1968
42) Batman #200

The significance of this issue is that its the first Neal Adams Batman 
cover art over a montage of past covers which echoed Batman 100. It 
also  brings  back  the  Scarecrow  in  his  first  (and  late)  silver  age 
appearance. 

Story:  The  Man  Who  Radiated  Fear!  Script:  Mike  Friedrich,  
Pencils: Chic Stone ghosting for Bob Kane, Inks: Joe Giella.
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1970
43) Detective #400 

Here the significance is the first appearance of Man Bat. he would be 
known mostly for being a a supervillain though he would have his 
heroic moments. He was given a comic series that would last 2 issues 
and appeared in Batman The Animated Series. 

Cover  art  Pencils:  Neal  Adams,  Inks:  Neal  Adams,  Story:  
Challenge of the Man-Bat,  Script: Frank Robbins, Pencils: Neal  
Adams, Inks: Dick Giordano.

1971 

44) Brave And The Bold #98

The significance of this one is the first art done by Jim Aparo for  
Batman. He would become a primary artist for Batman for most of 
the next 20 years with much of his work done in the Brave and the 
Bold. 

Cover Pencils: Nick Cardy, Inks: Nick Cardy, Story: Mansion of  
the Misbegotten! Script: Bob Haney, Pencils: Jim Aparo, Inks: Jim  
Aparo.
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45) Batman #232 

The significance here is  the first  appearance of  Ra's  Al Ghul who 
would go on to be a major thorn in the Batman’s side and who would 
be a mentor and teacher to Bruce Wayne in Batman Begins and who 
would later become his arch enemy in the movie. 

Cover Pencils: Neal Adams, Inks: Neal Adams, Story: Daughter of  
the Demon! Script: Denny O'Neil, Pencils: Neal Adams, Inks: Dick  
Giordano.

1983
46) Batman #357 

The  significance  here  is  the  first,  cameo  appearance  of  the  Todd 
family which will lead to Jason Todd taking over as the second Robin. 

Cover Pencils: Ed Hannigan, Inks: Dick Giordano, Story: Squid,  
Script: Gerry Conway, Pencils: Don Newton, Inks: Alfredo Alcala.
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47) Batman #368

The significance here is the first appearance of Jason Todd as the new 
Robin in costume. Originally Jason was a circus artist whose parents 
were killed by Killer Croc but this would later be changed after Crisis 
On Infinite Earths. 

Cover  Pencils:  Ed  Hannigan,  Inks:  Dick  Giordano,  Story:  A 
Revenge of Rainbows, Script: Doug Moench, Pencils: Don Newton,  
Inks: Alfredo Alcala.

1986

48) Batman: The Dark Knight Returns.

The significance of this one does not need a great deal of explanation. 
Frank Miller told the story of a Batman who would influence both 
future Batman stories and comics in general. Some call this the end of 
the Bronze Age of Comics and the start of the Copper Age of comics. 
Four issue mini series. 

Covers for all four Pencils: Frank Miller, Inks: Frank Miller, Issue  
1 Story: The Dark Knight Returns, Script: Frank Miller, Pencils:  
Frank  Miller,  Inks:  Klaus  Janson.  Issue  2  Story:  Dark  Knight  
Triumphant,  Script:  Frank  Miller,  Pencils:  Frank  Miller,  Inks:  
Klaus Janson. Issue 3 Story: Hunt The Dark Knight, Script: Frank  
Miller, Pencils:  Frank Miller, Inks: Klaus Janson, Frank Miller.  
Issue  4  Story:  The  Dark  Knight  Falls,  Script:  Frank  Miller,  
Pencils: Frank Miller, Inks: Klaus Janson.
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1988
49) Batman The Killing Joke.

There is much significance to this book like it or not. This story was 
supposed  to  be  a  non-continuity  one  shot  issue.  Still  extremely 
controversial well over two decades after it saw print, the crippling of 
Barbara Gordon and the extreme violence of  her  shooting and the 
brutality of the Joker’s treatment of Jim Gordon ushered in a new 
darker time for comics in general. 

Cover Pencils: Brian Bolland, Inks: Brian Bolland, Story: Batman:  
The Killing Joke, Script: Alan Moore, Pencils: Brian Bolland, Inks:  
Brian Bolland.

 

50) Batman #428

The significance of this  one is  really two fold.  First  you have the 
death  of  the  second  Robin,  Jason  Todd,  in  real  time  continuity. 
Second you have DC setting up a call in vote by the fans to decide if 
Robin was to die or to live at the hands of the Joker at the end of 
Batman 427 one of the more infamous stunts that any comic publisher 
has ever come up with. The actual vote was 5343 to kill him and 5271 
to save him.  How this  reflected on both the fans and the creative 
people at DC at that time I leave to you to decide. 

Cover Pencils: Mike Mignola, Inks: Mike Mignola, Story: A Death  
in the Family, Chapter 5: Script: Jim Starlin, Pencils: Jim Aparo,  
Inks: Mike DeCarlo.


